MEMORANDUM

To: Kahl Muscott, District Administrator, Auburn Area Recreation and Parks District (ARD)

From: Markus Lang, Dudek

Subject: CEQA - Draft Final Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the 24-
Acre Park Master Plan Project

Date: June 3, 2021

cc:

Attachment(s): ATT A - Comments Received on the Draft IS/MND; ATT B - Cutsheets of Changes to Draft

IS/MND; ATT C - Draft IS/MND, ATT D - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

This memorandum and attachments constitute the Draft Final Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration
(IS/MND) for the Proposed Auburn Area Recreation and Parks District’s 24-Acre Park Master Plan Project. As
required by CEQA, a Notice of Intent to approve the Draft IS/MND was posted at the project site, published in the
Auburn Journal newspaper, circulated to individuals who have previously expressed interest in the Project, and
filed and posted with the Placer County Clerk. A period of 30 days, from April 28, 2021 to May 27, 2021, was
provided for public review and comment. A Notice of Completion was also submitted to the State Clearinghouse to
provide for review by State agencies that could be interested in the Project.

Four comment letters/emails were received during the public review period; each letter is included in Attachment
A to this memo. Each comment letter was reviewed and considered by ARD and Dudek staff and it was
determined that comments identified no new impacts associated with the proposed project or draft IS/MND.
Contents of letters received are summarized briefly, below, and responses are provided including a description of
any changes made to the Draft IS/MND in response to the comment. Cutsheets included in Attachment B show
all changes made to the public Draft IS/MND that are incorporated into the Draft Final IS/MND

The letter received from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board describes the pertinent
regulatory environment with respect to resources under the jurisdiction of the agency and includes no specific
comments on the CEQA document. The letter received from the Placer County Air Pollution Control District
describes the pertinent regulatory environment with respect to resources under the jurisdiction of the agency and
includes no specific comments on the CEQA document.

The letter received from Leigh Chavez, Placer County Environmental Coordinator, includes several suggested
revisions to the IS/MND. These include comments related to the analysis of traffic impacts provided in the
Transportation and Circulation section of the IS/MND which request that all Level of Service discussions be
removed from the document to reflect Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the current metric used by the County in
accordance with the VMP policy adopted by Placer County in December 2020. Recommended edits were made to
the Transportation and Circulation section of the IS/MND and are included on cutsheets (pages 76-80). The letter
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also provides clarification of the Placer County Conservation Program (PCCP) and associated fees with respect to
mitigation for removal of oak trees and impacts to wetlands, and states that oak woodland impacts would be
mitigated by payment of PCCP’s land conversion fee and any impacts to wetlands would be mitigated by payment
of PCCP’s Special Habitat Fees. Section IV of the IS/MND has been revised to reflect this comment (Attachment B,
pages 10, 37, 39, and 41)). The Project would result in no impacts to wetlands. The letter further states that the
Placer County Fire Department would require a temporary fire protection plan during construction of the Project to
identify emergency access and fuel modification zones during construction and a vegetation management plan
for future operations. Edits to address fire safety comments were incorporated where appropriate within the Final
IS/MND and are identified by cutsheets in Attachment B (pages 59, 81 and 89), The letter identifies no new
impacts that are not identified by the Draft IS/MND.

An email received from Shannon Wood, Nevada Irrigation District (NID) Business Services Technician, provides
several comments and advisory statements regarding NID facilities in the vicinity of the Project. These included
identification of existing NID and right of way facilities within and near the Project site and a note that drainage
into NID facilities is not permitted and that a Water Demand Analysis is required prior to requesting a domestic
meter from NID for the proposed water splash pad area and outdoor shower. No specific comments were made
regarding the content or analysis in the IS/MND. Edits to the Draft IS/MND have been made where appropriate
(Attachment B, pages 1, 10, 61, and 86). No new impacts are identified by the email that are not identified by the
Draft IS/MND. ARD and Dudek will address other NID comments as requested in future plan revisions and prior to
requesting a water meter.

An email received from Anna Starkey, United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) Cultural Regulatory Specialist and
tribal representative, was received during the public circulation period required under CEQA and was part of
consultation conducted by ARD with UAIC as required under Assembly Bill (AB) 52. AB 52 consultation with UAIC
was initiated in 2021 to solicit input from UAIC with respect to potential tribal cultural resources that could be
affected by the Project and as required under Public Resources Code (PRC) 21080.3.1. Ms. Starkey’s email is not
attached since it was received as part of AB 52 consultation and was not received in response to the broader
public notice. Consultation included providing UAIC with copies of the cultural resources reports that were
prepared for the site for review and comment. No tribal cultural resources were identified on the project site,
however, Ms. Starkey’s email expresses concerns regarding potential for inadvertent discovery of tribal cultural
resources during construction of the Project and recommends specific language for mitigation measures to be
included in the IS/MND for protection of tribal cultural resources should any be inadvertently discovered during
Project construction. No new impacts were identified during consultation with UAIC that are not identified by the
Draft IS/MND. Mitigation Measure TCR-2 has been revised to incorporate input received from UAIC and to
document consultation under AB 52. Mitigation Measure TCR-2, as revised, was found to be equally or more
protective of resources than the mitigation measure it replaced. Revisions are identified in Attachment B, pages
82, 84 and 85.

The cutsheets provided in Attachment B identify all changes made to the Draft IS/MND in response to comments
received during the public circulation period. The Draft Final IS/MND to be considered for approval by ARD’s
Board of Directors includes the Draft IS/MND with the revisions identified in the attached cutsheets and the
Mitigation Monitoring Program included as Attachment C.

Other Changes to Draft IS/MND

12978

DUDEK 2 June 2021



Other changes identified in cutsheets included in Attachment B include changes in the biological resources and
cultural resources sections of the IS/MND to reflect additional analysis of the proposed bike path that would be
constructed with the Project and would extend from the existing termination of Richardson Drive at the southeast
corner of the project site and extend south to intersect Bell Road. While this bike path was identified in project
plans included in the Draft IS/MND, it was determined that the area of the proposed bike path was inadvertently
left out of surveys. Surveys of the alignment were conducted in May and the IS/MND has been updated to reflect
these surveys. No new impacts or sensitive resources were identified associated with the proposed bike path and
as a result of additional surveys conducted. Changes to reflect the updated surveys and bike path are included in
Attachment B and include change in acreages, figures and references to the additional surveys.
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T Introduction

1.7 Project Overview

The 24-Acre Park Master Plan Project (Project) includes developing recreational park uses on a 24-acre site situated
generally between Richardson Drive on the east and Deer Ridge Lane on the west. The parcel is undeveloped with
the exception of an existing baseball field that occupies approximately 4.8 acres in the southeast corner of the site.
Recreational uses proposed include an earthen walking trail, dog park, open turf area, central plaza, splash pad,
restrooms, bocce ball courts, picnic tables, parking lot, and associated utilities. The proposed earthen trail would
provide pedestrian access from the area proposed for the Timberline subdivision to the south; primary vehicle
access to the park would be from Richardson Drive. The design emphasizes passive trail uses and a majority of the
site, including the existing wetland along the western Project site boundary would remain undeveloped. The Project
is designed to minimize tree removal and would result in no change to the two existing NID canals in the southwest
corner of the site and would not alter the existing retaining wall along Richardson Drive.

1.2 California Environmental Quality Act Compliance

This Initial Study has been prepared per the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of
1970 (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21000, et seq.), and the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.).

1.3 Public Review Process

The Initial Study and the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration will be circulated for public review for a
period of 30 days, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15073(a). ARD will provide public notice at the
beginning of the public review period.

This draft Initial Study is being routed to State agencies through the Office of Planning and Research under a Notice
of Completion. ARD has posted a Notice of Intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration at the Project site, on
ARD’s website, and has provided the Notice of Intent to the County Clerk’s office and via direct mailings and emails
to other stakeholders, local agencies, and other parties that have expressed interest in the Project.

After the document has been noticed and made publicly available for 30 days ARD will consider all comments
received, revise the Initial Study as necessary, and schedule the Project and this Initial Study for consideration by
the ARD Board. The scheduled Board hearing will be publicly noticed prior to the public hearing. The Board will
accept any written and oral comments at the hearing and make a decision on the Project.

Comments or questions may be addressed to Kahl Muscott, District Administrator, Auburn Area Recreation and
Parks District, 471 Maidu Drive #200, Auburn, California 95603, or via email at kmuscott@auburnrec.com.
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DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 24- ACRE PARK MASTER PLAN PROJECT

Table 2-1
Mitigation Measures

Measure
Number

Measure Text

devices/BMPs such as straw wattles, track out control devices, silt fencing, sediment traps, tarping
of stockpiled soils, revegetation treatments or other measures specified by the erosion and dust
control plan or SWPPP or as determined to be necessary by the Project engineer.

GEO-2

In the event that paleontological resources (e.g., fossils) are exposed during construction
activities for the Project, all construction work occurring within 50 feet of the find shall
immediately stop until a qualified paleontologist meeting the professional standards of the
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology can evaluate the significance of the find and determine
whether or not additional study is warranted. If the discovery is clearly not significant, the
paleontologist may document the find and allow work to continue. If the discovery proves
potentially significant under CEQA, additional work such as preparation of a paleontological
treatment plan and monitoring in the area of the find may be warranted.

HAZ-1

The following measures shall be implemented prior to and during construction and shall be
incorporated into Project plans and specifications.

e All equipment shall be inspected by the contractor for leaks prior to the start of construction
and regularly throughout Project construction. Leaks from any equipment shall be contained
and the leak remedied before the equipment is again used on the site.

e Best management practices for spill prevention shall be incorporated into Project plans and
specifications and shall contain measures for secondary containment and safe handling
procedures.

e A spill kit shall be maintained on site throughout all construction activities and shall contain
appropriate items to absorb, contain, neutralize, or remove hazardous materials stored or
used in large quantities during construction.

e Project plans and specifications shall identify construction staging areas and designated
areas where equipment refueling, lubrication, and maintenance may occur. Areas
designated for refueling, lubrication, and maintenance of equipment shall be approved by
the-GityARD.

e In the event of any spill or release of any chemical or wastewater during construction, the
contractor shall immediately notify the-GityARD.

e Hazardous substances shall be handled in accordance with Title 22 of the California Code
of Regulations, which prescribes measures to appropriately manage hazardous substances,
including requirements for storage, spill prevention and response and reporting procedures.

TCR-1

Implement Best Management Practices to Reduce or Avoid Impacts on Tribal Cultural Resources.
ARD shall implement the following measures to reduce or avoid impacts to tribal cultural
resources. If interested Native American Tribe(s) provide information demonstrating the
significance of the Project site and substantial evidence supporting the determination that the
site is highly sensitive for tribal cultural resources, ARD will conduct a site visit with Tribal
Representatives to evaluate the potential for tribal cultural resources at the Project site. If Tribal
Representatives and ARD determine the site is highly sensitive for tribal cultural resources and
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DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 24- ACRE PARK MASTER PLAN PROJECT

Table 2-1
Mitigation Measures

Measure
Number

Measure Text

that the Project may have a significant impact on tribal cultural resources, ARD, in consultation
with Tribal Representatives or others, will develop and implement best management practices
(BMPs) to reduce or avoid impacts on tribal cultural resources. BMPs may include, but are not
limited to: 1) modify the Project to preserve the tribal cultural resources in place, 2) establish
exclusion zones and/or minimize work activities in proximity to tribal cultural resources, 3)
provide notice at least seven days prior to the start of the Project to invite Tribal Representatives
to observe and inspect the Project site during initial ground disturbing activities, 4) prepare a
tribal cultural resources awareness brochure and provide tribal cultural resources training to
construction personnel, 5) provide notice at least seven days prior to the start of the Project to
invite Tribal Representatives to provide training of construction personnel involved in Project
implementation.

TCR-2

Inadvertent Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources. If any suspected TCRs are discovered during
ground disturbing construction activities, all work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an
agreed upon distance based on the project area and nature of the find. A Tribal Representative
from a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with a
geographic area shall be immediately notified and shall determine if the find is a TCR (PRC
§21074). The Tribal Representative will make recommendations for further evaluation and
treatment as necessary.

Preservation in place is the preferred alternative under CEQA and UAIC protocols, and every effort
must be made to preserve the resources in place, including through project redesign. Culturally
appropriate treatment may be, but is not limited to, processing materials for reburial, minimizing
handling of cultural objects, leaving objects in place within the landscape, returning objects to a
location within the project area where they will not be subject to future impacts. The Tribe does not
consider curation of TCR’s to be appropriate or respectful and request that materials not be
permanently curated, unless approved by the Tribe.

The contractor shall implement any measures deemed by the CEQA lead agency to be necessary
and feasible to preserve in place, avoid, or minimize impacts to the resource, including, but not
limited to, facilitating the appropriate tribal treatment of the find, as necessary. Treatment that
preserves or restores the cultural character and integrity of a Tribal Cultural Resource may include
Tribal Monitoring, culturally appropriate recovery of cultural objects, and reburial of cultural objects
or cultural soil.

Work at the discovery location cannot resume until all necessary investigation and evaluation of
the discovery under the requirements of the CEQA, including AB 52, has been satisfiedWhile-ro
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Table 2-1
Mitigation Measures

Measure
Number

Measure Text
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DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 24- ACRE PARK MASTER PLAN PROJECT

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The 24-Acre Park Master Plan Project (Project) includes developing recreational park facilities on a parcel that is
undeveloped with the exception of an existing baseball field that occupies approximately 4.8 acres in the
southeast corner of the site. The Project would develop the site for recreational uses including an earthen walking
trail, dog park, open turf area, central plaza, splash pad, restrooms, bocce ball courts, and picnic tables, as well
as associated utilities and 40 parking spaces. The proposed earthen trail would provide walk-in access from the
area proposed for the Timberline subdivision to the south and vehicular access to the park site would be from
Richardson Drive via Dry Creek Road or from State Route 49 (Grass Valley Highway) via Quartz Drive and Park
Drive. A majority of the site would remain in a largely natural state and would be used for passive trail uses. The
design would result in no change to the existing wetland area along the western site boundary, the two NID canals
in the southwest corner of the site, or the retaining wall along Richardson Drive. The Project is designed to
minimize tree removal from the site.

PROJECT LOCATION

The Project site is within the unincorporated community of North Auburn in Placer County approximately 2.6 miles
northwest of the limits of the City of Auburn and 1.1 miles west of the Auburn Municipal Airport. The Project site is
approximately 0.5 mile west of State Route 49. The main access to the Project site is off of Richardson Drive just
north of the existing baseball diamond on the site (Figures 1 and 2). The Placer County Assessor’s Parcel Number
(APN) for the site is 51-211-016. The site is located in Township 13 North, Range 8 East, Section 29 of the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) Auburn, California 7.5-minute quadrangle (Figure 1). The approximate center of the
Project site corresponds to 38°57'2.041” north latitude and 121°6’36.782” west longitude. The Project site is
located within Plan Area A, Foothills region, of the Placer County Conservation Program — Western Placer County
HCP/NCCP (PCCP).

PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS

The Project site is located in the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. Elevations on the Project
site range from approximately 1,345 feet to 1,430 feet above mean sea level. Urban development, including
residential, recreational, and commercial uses occupy lands north, east, and west of the Project site, while
undeveloped land consisting generally of scattered oak woodland and annual grassland is adjacent to the south.
While land to the south is currently vacant, the land is approved for development of the Timberline active adult
residential subdivision project.

The Project site occurs within the Orr Creek watershed, which drains approximately 25 square miles of land in
Placer County. According to the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (NWI), there are no aquatic resources
mapped on the Project site; the nearest aquatic resource shown by the NWI is a constructed freshwater pond
approximately 80 feet north of the Project site. Surface run-off from the western portion of the Project site is
generally toward the scrub-shrub wetland in the western half of the Project site, while the eastern half of the
Project site generally drains to constructed ditches and storm drain features along Richardson Drive. Irrigation
run-off from urban development to the west appears to drain east onto the Project site providing a source of
hydrology to the scrub-shrub wetland that runs north-south through the central-western portion of the Project site.
This wetland may also be supported by the NID canal to the south.

Land cover on the Project site consists of terrestrial non-vegetative land covers and natural vegetation
communities including blue oak woodland and forest, California annual grassland, and developed areas
associated with the existing baseball field. There are approximately 1.44 acres of aquatic resources on the site
that are anticipated to meet criteria to be considered jurisdictional aquatic resources subject to state agency
regulation. This consists of one seasonal wetland in the western half of the Project site, one scrub-shrub wetland
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seasonal canal, owned and operated by NID, that bisects the southwest corner of the Project site. The earthen
canal is approximately 3 feet deep by 3 feet wide and contains a mix of sand, gravel, and small cobble in its bed.

Surrounding Land Uses. Single-family residences and the Parkside Church are immediately north of the Project
site. Placer School for adults is east of the northern portion of the site and ARD’s Regional Park is located across
Richardson Drive to the east. Land to the south is currently undeveloped but approved for the Timberline
residential subdivision project. A single-family residential subdivision abuts the Project site on the west and an
NID access and utility easement exists along the western edge of the proposed park site (Figure 2).

The Project site is within Zones C1 and C2 of the Airport Influence Area for the Auburn Municipal Airport as
identified by Placer County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP)(2014). Table AUB-4A of the ALUCP
identifies local parks, neighborhood parks and playgrounds as normally compatible with the C1 and C2 zones. The
ALUCP identifies the maximum intensity of use for the C1 zone as 100 people per acre sitewide average and 300
people per acre as maximum single acre use intensity, while maximum intensities for the C2 zone are identified
as 200 people per acre sitewide average and 800 people per acre maximum single acre use intensity. Land uses
allowed in the Airport Influence Area are the same as those allowed in the underlying zoning (F - Farm) except
that the proposed use must be identified as a compatible land use by the applicable airport land use plan based
on the policies of the plan regarding height, noise and safety. All discretionary land use permit applications filed
for areas within the aircraft overflight combining zone district must be referred to the Airport Land Use
Commission if the use is not identified as compatible by the ALUCP.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed 24-Acre Park Master Plan Project would be developed within a mostly undeveloped site owned by
ARD. The land was previously owned by Placer Joint Union High School District and was purchased by ARD in
2004. A conceptual master plan of proposed improvements at the 24-4-27.93- acre site was completed and
approved by the ARD Board of Directors in 2017. Since then, ARD has held five public meetings and received
public comments on the conceptual master plan and has further refined the master plan to reflect input received
from the public. The proposed master plan includes the following park amenities and features, as shown in
Figures 3A and 3B:

= Central gathering and activity plaza with safety lighting;
= Youth / toddler play area;

=  Water play splash pad;

= Exercise stations;

= Shade shelters (2);

= Bocce Courts (2);

= Open turf area (0.75-acre) with ADA accessible perimeter loop path;
= Dog park with separate small and large dog play areas;
= Earth walking path (2,640 linear feet);

= Picnic tables (5) and benches (13);

= Wetland overlook and interpretive signs;

= Native plant display garden;

= Restroom facilities (4 stalls) and outdoor shower;

= Access drive with parallel parking (22 spaces);
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= Parking lot (18 spaces).

= 3-acre associated bike path
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3.4 Biological Resources
Less Than
Significant
Potentially Impact With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications, on
any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local ] X ] ]
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or
by the California Department of Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the O O X O
California Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state
or federally protected wetlands (including,
but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, ] ] ] X
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or [ [ X [
impede the use of native wildlife nursery

sites?
e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a ] ] X ]

tree preservation policy or ordinance?

f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other ] ] ] =
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Setting

A biological resources assessment was prepared by Dudek to identify and characterize existing onsite biological
resources, with particular focus on the potential of the Project site to support special-status plant and wildlife
species and other sensitive resources, such as wetlands and other aquatic resources potentially under the
regulatory jurisdiction of state and/or federal resource agencies (Dudek 2020; Appendix B)._The biological
resources assessment was subsequently updated to include the addition of the bike path that connects from the
proposed park to Bell Road (Figure 2). The approximately 24-7927.93-acre Project site is adjacent to the ARD
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Regional Park in North Auburn within western Placer County, California. The Project site is located within Plan Area
A, Foothills region, of the Placer County Conservation Program - Western Placer County HCP/NCCP (PCCP). The site
is located approximately 0.4 miles west of State Route (SR) 49, south of Dry Creek Road and north of Bell Road.
The biological resources assessment included a field survey as well as database and literature searches using the
following sources to determine special-status species with potential to occur within the Project region: U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) IPaC Trust Resource Report; California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB); and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) online Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Vascular Plants.

A biological resources field survey of the Project site was performed on October 1, 2020. The survey was conducted
on foot to visually cover the entire Project site. An additional survey was completed on May 7, 2021 for the
approximately 3-acre bike path. Concurrent with the fieldwork an aquatic resources delineation and-was conducted
to identify and map the extent of aquatic resources within or adjacent to the Project site that are potentially subject
to regulation under federal Clean Water Act (CWA) Sections 401 and 404, California Fish and Game Code Section
1600, or the provisions of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act.

The survey mapped land cover on the Project site, including blue oak woodland and forest (45-5216.67 acres),
California annual grassland {4-845.41 acres), and-developed, urban park areas (4.43 acres), developed, road areas
(0.61 acres) and disturbed, urban, barren areas (0.81 acres). Surface run-off on the Project site is generally directed
to the scrub-shrub wetland in the western half of the Project site, to constructed ditches and storm drain features
in adjacent urban areas, or to the Nevada Irrigation District (NID) canal. Irrigation run-off from urban development
to the west sheet flows to the scrub-shrub wetland near the mid-western portion of the Project site. The field
delineation mapped approximately 1.41344 acres of aquatic resources anticipated to meet the criteria to be
considered jurisdictional aquatic resources subject to state regulation.

Special-Status Wildlife. Results of the USFWS and CNDDB searches revealed 19 special-status wildlife species that
are known to occur in the Project region. Of these special-status wildlife, 17 species were removed from
consideration due to lack of suitable habitat within or adjacent to the Project site, or due to the site being outside
of the species’ known geographic or elevation range. The remaining two special-status wildlife species, pallid bat
(Antrozous pallidus) and Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii), have low potential to occur on the
Project site. In addition, the Project site provides habitat for nesting birds protected by the federal Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code, as well as other native bats protected by the California Fish
and Game Code (CFGC). Review of special-status species databases identified two special-status wildlife species
occurrences within 2 miles of the Project site - western pond turtle (Emys marmorata) and peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum); no suitable habitat for these species occurs on the Project site. No special-status wildlife
species were detected during the October 2020 field survey

Nesting Birds - The study found that trees within or adjacent to the Project site could provide habitat for nesting
birds. All native birds in California are protected by the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and Section 3503.5
of the California Fish and Game Code, which specifically protects raptors. The Project site provides habitat for
numerous local and migratory bird species protected by the California Fish and Game Code and the federal MBTA.
Specifically, trees, shrubs, and human-made structures and buildings provide bird nesting habitat on the Project
site. Multiple common and migratory birds were detected during the October 2020 field survey, but no active nests
were observed. A focused survey for nesting birds was not conducted.

Native Bats (including Pallid Bat and Townsend'’s Big-Eared Bat). The Project site provides potential habitat for two
special-status bats (pallid bat and Townsend’s big-eared bat) and other native bats protected by the California Fish
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b)

c)

Roosting Bats. If bats are roosting on or adjacent to the Project site, impacts could result from the
permanent removal of roosting sites, such as trees and snags, or from Project-related disturbance
to an occupied roosting site in the vicinity of construction. In addition to violating the protections
under the California Fish and Game Code, direct or indirect impacts to special-status bat species
would be considered a significant impact under CEQA. Implementation of Mitigation BIO-1 would
avoid or minimize impacts to bat roosts and ensure that impacts to native bats would be less than
significant.

Nesting Birds. The Project site provides habitat for numerous local and migratory bird species
protected by the California Fish and Game Code and federal MBTA. Specifically, trees, shrubs, and
human-made structures and buildings provide bird nesting habitat on the Project site. Project
implementation would require tree and vegetation removal, which has the potential to impact
nesting birds protected by California Fish and Game Code and federal MBTA. In addition to violating
the protections under the MBTA and CFGC, direct or indirect impacts to nesting birds would be
considered a significant impact under CEQA. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-2, which
requires tree or vegetation removal outside of the nesting season (February through August) and
pre-construction surveys for nesting birds if trees must be removed during the nesting season,
would ensure that the Project would have a less than significant impact to nesting birds.

With the Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 and BIO-2, the Project would have a less than
significant impact on special status species.

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

As discussed in the setting section above, none of the natural vegetation communities on the Project site
are considered sensitive natural communities by CDFW. The shrub-scrub wetland, ephemeral drainage, and
NID canal that convey water through the Project site may be protected by CDFW under Section 1602 of
California Fish and Game Code but the Project would result in no impacts to these features. The Project
would require removal of approximately 2.15 acres of oak woodland to provide proposed park amenities in
the central plaza area and for parking and access. Removal of oak woodland trees-would be mitigated
through in-acecordance-with-PlacerCountyrequirements—which-specify-thatimpa o-0aK—-Woeatanane

ini : compliance with the Placer County
Conservation Programiar (PCCP), which requires the payment of PCCP’s land conversion fees, which are
utilized toward the preservation of oak woodlands within Placer County. Therefore, the Project would have
a less than significant impact through compliance with Placer County requirements.

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

There are no aquatic resources within the Project site that are anticipated to meet the criteria for
jurisdictional waters of the United States. The ephemeral drainage on the Project site only flows in direct
response to precipitation and is therefore does not meet criteria to be considered a federally protected
water of the United States. In addition, isolated wetlands, such as the small seasonal wetland in the western
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d)
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half of the Project site, are not considered waters of the United States unless abutting or adjacent to a
traditional navigable water or tributary thereof. The scrub-shrub wetland on site terminates at a park pond
approximately 90 feet north of the Project site. There is an outlet on the north side of the pond that
transitions into a rocky channel, which enters a culvert below Deer Ridge Lane and through a park on the
north side of the road. The channel appears to dissipate into a rocky basin within the park; the basin is
approximately 0.30 air miles from Rock Creek to the northeast. There is no obvious topographic feature or
drainage that connects the park basin to Rock Creek, which is the nearest potentially jurisdictional water
of the United States. Therefore, and based on the data and analysis presented herein, it is anticipated that
none of the aquatic resources on the Project site meet the definition of waters of the United States subject
to regulation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).

Dudek mapped approximately 1.41344 acres of aquatic resources on the Project site anticipated to meet
the criteria for jurisdictional waters of the state subject to regulation by the RWQCB and/or CDFW. Impacts
to jurisdictional waters of the state would be considered a significant impact under CEQA and would require
permits from RWQCB and/or CDFW (e.g., 401 Water Quality Certification and 1602 Streambed Alteration
Agreement), as well as an Approved Jurisdictional Delineation from USACE to document a lack of aquatic
resources onsite within USACE jurisdiction. The Project would not result in impacts to any aquatic resources
delineated on the Project site and would require no permits for impacts to aquatic features.

Appropriate best management practices and spill prevention measures would be implemented to ensure
protection of jurisdictional aquatic resources during Project construction. The Project is designed to avoid
construction that would affect the onsite wetlands on the western portion of the Project site. The Project
would result in no placement of dredged or fill material or hydrological interruption that would be subject
to permitting by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. No impact
would occur associated with an adverse effect on federally protected wetlands.

Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

The Project site is located in an urban area and is surrounded by development to the north, east and west.
The parcel to the south is currently undeveloped but has been approved for the development of a 55+
community. Development of the park Project would not interfere substantially with movement of wildlife
through the site as the southern portion of the site would not be subject to intensive use or development
and would remain as open space, as would the scrub-shrub wetland corridor in the western portion of the
Project site. Therefore, the Project would result in less than significant impacts associated with interference
with animal movement or use of nursery sites.

Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

The Project site supports native trees (primarily oak species) and blue oak woodland protected by Placer
County (with the exception of foothill pine). Impacts to native trees and woodland, including removal and
trimming, would be considered a significant impact under CEQA without appropriate mitigation. The Project
has been designed to retain 35 heritage trees but would require the removal of one heritage oak tree. The
Project is designed to minimize impacts to oak woodland in the vicinity of the proposed walking path and
dog park but would require removal of approximately 2.15 acres of oak woodland to provide proposed park
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amenities in the central plaza area and for parking and access. Removal of oak trees would be mitigated
in accordance with Placer County requirements, which specify that impacts to heritage oak trees be
provided on an inch-for-inch bases in accordance with the County’s Tree Ordinance. |-and-thatimpacts to

would-berequiredtopay-PCCP's land conversion fees as required b